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Introduction 
I was privileged to attend the LRF Stockman School in 2022. It was hosted at the Aldam resort in Ventersburg, 
from Wednesday, the 12th of October, to Friday, the 14th of October 2022. A wide range of topics were 
discussed, all of which are extremely beneficial and relevant to our agricultural industry; and the selection of 
speakers and presenters providing insight on new research and status quo were top class.  

Discussion  
Multiple topics were presented and discussed, along with practical sessions. Each of the topics were, to a 
greater or lesser degree, relevant to Wagyu SA as a society, as well as to our breeders. Topics presented 
covered aspects such as social development, feed and nutrition, genetics, selection strategies, traceability, 
animal health and identification, veld management and the current state of economics in our country.  

Social development 
Social development is a vital factor in determining the future of agriculture and food production. Mr. Cois 
Harman, owner of Agri Start, presented on the Private sector’s role in the migration of emerging farmers to 
commercial farmers. He emphasized the importance of farmers reaching out to one another and shared advice 
regarding technical and financial support.  

Animal Health 
This is a section that can be divided into multiple aspects, such as veterinary services, vaccinations, and 
management strategies. Dr Danie Odendaal, the founder and director of the Veterinarian Network (V-Net), 
introduced the V-Net cellphone app that is used by veterinarians across the country. This app enables a faster 
response to disease outbreaks, better prevention planning as well as allowing farmers to collaborate with their 
veterinarians to set up vaccination programs. Mr. Leon Kruger presented on the control of stress related rests 
in the hands of the handler. He explained the current understanding of animal wellbeing and stress in livestock. 
A task as simple as moving animals from one grazing camp to another will place stress on an animal since it 
would have to find a new favorite grazing spot, and that homeostasis will be disturbed as a result. He named 
multiple stress factors and explained the ‘freeze, flight, fight, fright’ response during animal handling and the 
hormones released as a result thereof. Mr. Kruger elaborated on how to minimize stress when working with or 
handling animals. Dr Schabort Froneman from Zoetis explained a simplified vaccination and dosing program, 
along with how vaccines work and what vaccinations are compulsory and which ones are elective. He provided 
a brief introduction to internal parasite management the strategic control of various Helminth species. He 
emphasized that a vaccination and dosing program is not a one-size-fits-all solution, instead it must be 
developed for each farmer’s specific set up and location.  

Animal Identification & Traceability  
These two concepts go hand in hand in the sense that the one cannot exist or fully function without the other. 
Mr. Willie Clack, whom is the chairperson of LITS-SA, informed us about the legal challenges we face when it 
comes to animal identification and how the law needs to be adjusted. He emphasized the importance of 
traceability, especially with the FMD outbreak. He presented what may become a compulsory system for 
traceability in our country.  

Veld management & Nutrition 
Veld management for communal and small-scale farmers, with a Namibian twist was presented by Mr. Colin 
Nott. He covered a lot of ground, ranging from infrastructure installations to animal management. He also 
covered kraal designs and creating a low stress environment for your livestock, while protecting them from any 
wild-roaming predators. Mr. Johan Mouton from Molatek gave an overview of nutrition management in cow 



herds for increased production and reproduction and Mr. Charles Mathewson from Sparta gave an overview of 
what feedlots look for in weaner calves. Mr. Gerry Weber presented ultra-high-density grazing (UHDG) as a 
method to restore and improve both breeding and veld condition.  

Selection Strategies  
The basics of bull and cow selection was presented by Mr. Llewellyn Angus. His presentation was supported by 
both Prof Frikkie Neser and Prof Philip Strydom who elaborated on selecting for animals that will increase 
production efficiency. Prof Strydom addressed the lack of grading system in South Africa and presented both 
the MSA and USDA grading systems as considerations.  

Economics  
You cannot farm successfully without considering the economics of farming. Dr Frikkie Maré presented the 
economics of a profitable cow production and elaborated on inflation and profit. The critical role of livestock 
rejuvenating soils was discussed by Prof Richard Teague from Texas. He provided insight on the importance of 
not only soil, but the proper management thereof. The focus was placed on building soil carbon and soil 
microbial function. Mr. Danie Slabbert and Mr. Gerrit van Zyl provided insight on veld and animal management 
principles for optimal grazing and animal production.  

Genetics & Data collection 
There is currently a wide range of data collection initiatives to record specific traits and link phenotypic data 
with genotype, in attempt to improve selection. Multiple monitoring and recording systems were presented 
such as SenseHub, Vytelle, and RTU scanning. Ms. Hannelet Jordaan emphasized the transformation of data 
into a tool that can constructively be applied to your herd management to increase production and 
reproduction.  

Ms. Catriona Millen presented on how to improve herd efficiency with modern breeding techniques with the 
use of BREEDPLAN. She explained weight- and carcass EBV’s and elaborated on selecting for feed efficient 
animals. Performance testing tools can be used to optimize genetic improvement in cow herds. Mr. Angus 
elaborated on EBV’s and the use thereof by explaining the importance of a breeding objective, contemporary 
groups, and the measurement of all phenotypic traits as well as the management and record keeping thereof. 
Breeding objectives for a profitable cow herd was presented by Prof Frikkie Neser. He explained that 
profitability is equal to productivity and the factors driving it. 

Conclusion 
I would like to conclude that as an animal scientist, I was glad to see that the various aspects of agriculture and 
animal production was brought together and presented to farmers and breeders. This will assist in the 
implementation thereof into their daily lives. Resulting in increased production and reproduction efficiency. 
Farming for productivity and profitability was highlighted. The selection strategies, veld- and soil management 
concepts discussed could be beneficial to our breeders and planet if implemented correctly. It was made clear 
that there is still quite a gap between research being done and the implementation thereof by farmers. There 
are multiple farmers with infrastructure challenges that makes implementing the data collecting systems 
difficult. The presentation on Vytelle helped me understand exactly what type of feed efficiency tests are 
currently being run, making it easier to communicate the relevance and importance thereof to any of our 
breeders and farmers. It was positively noted that more information reaches our farmers and that research, 
genetic studies, EBV’s and improved selection strategies are slowly being implemented. It was also apparent 
that more effective and efficient methods should be utilized to make concepts easily understandable. This will 



close the gap between research and practical implementation, such as the importance of fertility traits and 
methods to improve phenotypic data collection and recording on-farm.  

Selection strategies is a point that should be constantly looked at and updated to ensure that our breeders are 
selecting for more efficient and profitable production that meet the breeding objectives of the breed. The 
presentations helped me understand where I can assist our breeders with the necessary knowledge and 
selection tools and strategies, to aid selection in the right direction. Overall, the Stockman school was 
beneficial to anyone who was in attendance. All the topics presented can be utilized and implemented by 
farmers. As a society we need to communicate more of this information to our producers. It was a privilege to 
be part of the LRF Stockman school.  

Regards,  
Tanya Pieterse  
Wagyu Technical Assistant 
tanya@wagyu.org.za  
 


